
1. How to Enter the Competition:

(a) The Master Chief Vincent W. Patton III Scholarship Competition will begin on March 15, 2026, at 12:01am and end on May 8, 2026, at 11:59pm. The competition is sponsored by the Master Chief Vincent W. Patton Scholarship Program in partnership with the Triangle Society.
(b) To participate in the competition, entrants will choose from one of three quotes listed below and express in an original essay of 500 words or less, typed and double spaced, what it means to them. Application and Essay submissions should be made via The Triangle Society website at www.thetrianglesociety.com  
(c) All entries must be RECEIVED by May 8, 2026, at 11:59pm
One entry per person. Essay must contain an opening thesis supported by examples and a conclusion. Eligible quotes are:
"Service to your people is the rent you pay for living on this earth."
*Dr. Lillie May Carroll Jackson

"We are all bound up together in one great bin partnership with the bundle of humanity, and society cannot trample on the weakest and feeblest of its members without receiving the curse on its own soul."
*Frances Ellen Watkins Harper

"A life is not important except in the impact it has on other lives."
             *Jackie Robinson

(d) Sponsors are not responsible for late, lost, stolen, mangled, misdirected, misaddressed, incomplete, or illegible entries.
(e) Sponsors are not responsible for technical or computer failures, errors or data loss of any kind, lost or unavailable internet connections, or failed, incomplete, garbled or deleted computer or network transmissions, inability to access any web site or on-line service, or any other error or malfunction, or late, lost, illegible or misdirected
entries. Sponsors reserve the right at their sole discretion to cancel, terminate, modify or suspend the Competition. Sponsors reserve the right to disqualify any entrant that tampers with the operation of the Competition or violates the Official Rules of the Competition.
(f) Entry deemed made by holder of e-mail account.
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Master Chief Vince Patton Scholarship Competition Rules


2. Eligibility Restrictions:

(a) The competition is open to all junior and senior JROTC cadets attending Cass Technical High School.

(b) All entries become the sole property of the Triangle Society and will not be returned. By entering, entrants agree to abide by these rules, and warrant and represent that their entry is their original work.

(c) Participants are required to provide truthful information, and the sponsor will reject and delete any entry that it discovers to be false, incomplete, or fraudulent. Sponsors will disqualify any entry from individuals who do not meet the eligibility requirements.
3. Prizes:
$1, 250 First Place prize; $750 Second Place prize; $500 Third Place prize

4. Selection of Winners:

(a) Decisions of competition sponsors with respect to the Competition are final. Competition sponsors reserve the right to make changes in the rules of the competition which will become effective upon announcement.
(b) All essays received will be judged 50% on relevance to the theme, 40% on creativity, and 10% on compliance with these rules (e.g., does the essay contain an opening thesis supported by examples and a conclusion.) Judges comprised of representatives of the Master Chief Vincent W. Patton III Scholarship program will select awardees based on these criteria. Awardees will be notified by e-mail or telephone to determine the award presentation availability.

